JOHN A. GALE
Nebraska Secretary of State

P.O. Box 94608

State Capitol, Suite 2300
Lincoln, NE 68509-4608
Phone: (402) 471-2554
Fax: (402) 471-3237
WWW.S0S.state.ne.us

News Release
September 1, 2006

Contact: Neal Erickson
(402) 471-4127, neal.erickson@s0s.ne.gov

Humane Care petition falls short of required signatures

LINCOLN - Nebraska Secretary of State John Gale announced today that the proposed
Humane Care petition has not collected enough valid signatures to be placed on the Nov.
7 ballot. The proposed constitutional amendment would have required water and nutrition
with end-of-life care unless a person has a valid advance directive or living will
authorizing withholding of food or water.

Based on the reports from all 93 counties, the humane care petition had 109,780 valid
signatures. The proposed constitutional amendment needed 113,693 valid signatures —
equal to 10 percent of registered voters statewide — to be placed on the ballot.

After a petition is submitted to the Secretary of State’s Office, county election offices
have the job of verifying whether petition signatures are those of registered voters.

Thomas Mann of Omaha is the sponsor of the initiative.



